DECLASSIFIED
. PA/HO Department of State
E.O. 12958, as amended
?“'June21,2006

Department of State TEI.EGRAM

\L(/lf;gDC> /] ‘C) Me a{ y

CoumpPTN, 5,
PAGE o7 fEHhAN’QSQEQj 1014192

5e _
ACTION NEA=1g

INFO 0CT=p1(_ B9K=01 8NM-02 18A=B2 [0-12 SS-14 P=p3 PRS-0I
He@2 . CIAE=2@ [NR+06 'JUS=BR NSAE-80 RSCe0| SY=03

‘TRSE«29 USIAL|2 NSCe!@® SCl.p5 OMBsgl /090 W
LT YT LALEE TR A PR R RN C4PR64
' 1@1358Z OCT 72 '
rn AMEMBASSY TENRAN
TO SECSTATE: WASHDC 995p
INFO AMEMBASSY KABUL:
AMEMBA®SY 1SLAMABAD:
AMEMBASSY MANAMA
AMEMBASSY KUWATIT
AMEMBASSY J1DDA
WCONSUL ' KARAELH] 682
AMEMBASSY DHAHRAN
BNDD: WASKHDC:

ContmbmtenibkiadT TEHRAN 6127

KUWAIT PASS: MUSCAT AND: ABU' DHABI

Lz »@Me ]

efoifor

SUBUECTt® NARCOTICS TRAFFIC IN GQULF:

SGﬁHARY%, RUMORS ‘PERSTST ‘OF MaJOR! NARCBTrCS 'SMUGGLING ROUTE THROUGH
GULF, gU ILITTLE CONYINCING EVIDENCE: AVAILABLEe DETAILED EVIDENCE
NEEDED IF ! 'WE' ARE TO BTIMULATE :G01 TO EFFECTIVE ACTION TO CLOSE
THAT ROUTEs END' SUMMARY

ACTION REQUEBTEDS ADDRESSEES: REGUE3TED ‘SUPPLY WHATEVER
INFORMATION' AVAILABLE, INCLUDING: BIO DATA ‘ON ARRESTED:
IRANTIANS

{+ FOR SOME TIME: WE' HAVE: BEEN 'CONCERNED BY LOCAL
RUMORS .AND S!ATEMENTS FROM: WASHINGTON THAT NARCOTICS
ARE-BE ING: ‘SMUGGLED FROM IRAN. TO OTHER GULF STATES

AND: PRESUMABLY THENCE INTO ‘WORLD MARKETSs ‘WE' ARE
AWARE. OF ‘SETZURES OF 'SMaLL QUANTITIES OF OPIUM FROM

IRAN!AN PILBRIMS 'TO MECCA» BUT ONLY REPORT THAT NE HAVE

3




DECLASSIFIED
PA/HO Department of State

. ~ E.O. 12958, ded
DECLASSIFIED - hmezhzmgsmmﬂle

Departmént of State TEI.EGR AM

PAGE 02 TEHRAN 06127 1014192

SEEN PROVIDING EVIDENCE TYING IRAN TO SMUGGLING oF
COMMERCTIAL: QUANTITIES OF OPIUM IS MANAMATS A.6 OF MARCH
287 1972, WHICH DOES :NOT INDICATE: HOW BAHRAIN! AUTHORITIES
ASCERTAINED: ORIGIN 'OF SEIZED OPIUMs US MISSION TO
IRANTAN GENDARMERIE (GENMISH) RECENTLY ‘HEARD REPORT

THAT 8p KG OF OPIUMs SOURCE UNKNOWN, WAS pUE ‘TO BE
SMUGGLED- BY -DHOW FROM PORT OF 'T1Z NEAR :CHAM RAHAR TD
DUBAIs BUT UNABLE CONFFRMs WE HWAVE: ALSO RECENTLY BEEN

TOLD THAT ‘OP{UM BEING SMUGGLED BY SEA INTO Sp IRAN

AND: POSSIBLY BEYOND FROM PAKISTANs AGAIN UNXBLE TO

CONF IRMe

2» MOST OF OUR SOURCES" FOR STATEMENTS ABOUT DRUG
$MUGGL ING THROUGH GULF' APPEAR TO BASE ALLEGATIONS ON
GULF 'S DESERVED: REPUTATION: AS ROUTE ‘FOR EMUGHL ING
EVERYTSING ELSEs 'NEVERTHELESS, SMUGGLING VESSELS
CAPTURED BY IRAN TO DATE HAVE YIELDED GOLDs CURRENCY,
WATCHES AND OTHER ‘HIGH«DUTY CONSUMER GOODS, aUT NO
NARCOTICSs 'GENDARMERIE BOAT BATTALION PERSONNEL WHO
CARRY OUT' ANT=SMUGGLING PATROLS ADMITTEDLY WOT NARCOTICS
EXPERTS

BUT It SEEMS: HIGHLY UNLIKELY THEY WOULD MIS§

ALL: CACHES OF: NARCOTICS IF TRAFFIC OF MAJOR PROPOR-~
TIONSs» AS: ALLEGED

3+ DIRECT LAND SMUGGLING ROUTES FOR AFGHAN OR PAK
OPIUM 7O GULF: WOULD BE THROUBH EXTREMELY DIFFICULT
TERRAINe EXTENT OF WATERLESS DESERT WOULD RpQUIRE USE
OF CAMELS OR VEMICLES, INSTEAD OF: HORSES AS FAVORED IN
NORTH» WHICH WOULD HAVE TO €ROSS LONG DISTANCES WITHOUT
COVER FROM AERIAL SURVEILLANCE. TRADITIONAL NORTHERN
ROUTE JOINING ROAD NET FROM TEHRAN SOUTH: WOULD BE
EASIER ROUTE TO: GULFe, BUT THERE HAVE BEEN N® SE!ZURES
TO: CONFIRM 1ITS EXISTENCE.

4+ TO COMBAT WHATEVER NARCOTICS TRAFFIC. THERE MAY BE
IN° GULF WE NEED: FIRM AND DETAILED EVIDENCE Of 1T8
EXISTENCE! AND: STZE TO BRING TO ATTENTION OF gO!
ENFORCEMENT  AUTHORITIES. WE WOULD: APPRECIATE RECEIVING
ANY SUCH: EVIDENCE .ADDRESSEES CAN PROVIDE+ . .

F§§ FOR: GULF: POSTS: WE WOULD ESPECIALLY APPRECIATE ANY
AN u
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810 DATA YOU. CAN ‘SUPPLY ON IRANIANS ARRESTED FOR .DRUG
SMUGGL INGes WE URGE THAT SAMPLES 'OF :QPIUM AND CANNABIS
SETZED BY HOST GOVERNMENTS BE OBTAINED AND SENT 'TD BNDD
FOR ANAL¥SIS AND POSSIBLE DETERMINATION OF ORIGINe

FOR ISLAMﬁBAD AND: KABUL! 18 THERE EVIDENCE OF AFGHAN
OPIUM REING CHANNELEp INTO OR “THROUGH: PAKISTAN TO v
BULF? IN 'SPITE OF GAMAR UL TSLAM STATEMENT {STATE |78560)
THAT PAK COAGTAL TRAFFIC UNDER CONTROL, 1§ TRERE EVIDENCE
oF ILLICIT OPI1UM FROM ANY SOURCE LEAVING PAKISTAN BY

SEA?

8e |F SUCH: INFORMAT!ON I8 MADE AVAILABE, WE ARE
CONVINCED: TRANIAN GENDARMERIE 'WILL! MAKE .GOOD USE OF 1T,
SUCH INFORMATION WILL ALSO BE VALUABLE ASSISTANCE TO

US: IN QUR' EFPORTS ENCOURAGE: GENDARMERTE TO BUILD UP

BOAT BATTALIONS' CAPABILITIES THROUGH IMPROVED. INCEN=
TIVESs» ORGANIZATION AND EQUIPMENT.

WE HOPE THAT IN COMING YEAR TESTS ‘CONDUCTED BY ARPA
Wikl PROVE UTILITY IN GULF OF RELATIVELY SIMpLE: TECHNDLOGY
WHICH WiLL: PERMIT ‘DEFECTION aNY VESSEL! MOVING IN STARITS
OF HORMUZs THAT WILL: NOT SOIVE PROALEM OF SMUGGLERS

IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS BUT WILL! GREATLY ENHiNCE
ABILITY DEAL WITH THOSE THAT ENTER IRANIAN WXTERS.
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